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Suliman Bagas pleaded not guilty. Police evidence was led to the effect that,
at 3-30 p.m. on the 18th instant, accused was exposing fruit for sale on the Village
Main Reef property. There, were several Natives about. Accused was selling fruit from
a basket. Witness saw accused sell bananas and oranges. He watched accused for 25
minutes. He asked accused for his licence, and the latter produced one that had
expired on June 30, but he did not have one for the current quarter. He was
hawking within the municipal area.
Cross-examined, [he said] he had received instructions to arrest all such men.
He did not know whether accused had already applied for a licence.
This closed the case for the Prosecution.
Accused, giving evidence on his behalf, stated that he had applied for a re-
newal of the licence, but he had been asked to give his thumb-impression under the
Registration Act, and as he had refused to do so, he had not been able to obtain a
licence.
Mr. Gandhi then stated that he wished to give evidence. It would not be
political, but would be entirely relevant to the matter before the Court. His client
had not received a licence because instructions had been issued to the Municipality
that all Asiatics applying for licences should undergo the formalities prescribed under
the Asiatic Law Amendment Act. In the month of January there was a settlement
arrived at between the Government and the Asiatic communities whereby those who
voluntarily registered were not to come under *the. Asiatic Act* His client had volun-
tarily registered, and because he had now been called upon to accept the Asiatic Act,
under a resolution'passed-by the. British'Indian Association, accused, in common with
other Indians, had tendered the licence fee but had declined to accept the formalities
of the Act.
The Magistrate inquired of the Prosecutor whether he had received any ins-
tructions in these cases. Mr. Shaw replied in the negative. There were some, some
months ago.
The Magistrate ordered that the case should be put back until Wednesday,
pending inquiry.
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227.   SPEECH AT MASS MEETING
[JOHANNESBURG,
July 20, 1908]
We have been informed through Mr. Cartwright that the Gov-
ernment will agree to a settlement if we do not insist on the rights of
educated [Asiatics]. But all of you resolved at a previous meeting that
you would agitate for the cause of the educated. Your decision is
commendable, We certainly cannot agree to the abolition of the rights
of educated Asiatics. Notices were published by the Government in
newspapers to the effect that the [Asiatic Registration] Act would stay,